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What is 

Misinformation? 

Disinformation? 

Malinformation? 

 Misinformation misleads. 

 It is false, but not created or shared with the intention of 
causing harm.

 Disinformation deceives. 

 It is deliberately created to mislead, harm, or 
manipulate a person, social group, organization, or 
country.

 Malinformation sabotages. 

 It is based on fact, but used out of context to mislead, 
harm, or manipulate.

Information, Manipulation Infographic_508. Cybersecurity and 

Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) | USAGov. (n.d.). 

https://www.usa.gov/agencies/cybersecurity-and-infrastructure-

security-agency 



Misinformation Example: 

The War of the Worlds
 October 30, 1938, Orson Welles’ radio play The War of 

the Worlds aired as a fictional news broadcast about 
an alien invasion (adapted from the book).  

 Why It Was Misinformation (Not Disinformation)?

 The broadcast was meant as entertainment, not a hoax. 

 Some listeners missed the disclaimer that it was a 
dramatization. 

 People panicked, thinking it was a real news report. 

 How Did It Spread?

 Radio was the main source of news, so realistic reporting 
styles made it sound credible. 

 Breaking news format added to the confusion. 

 Lesson Learned: 

 Misinformation can spread quickly when people lack 
context or don’t fact-check. 

 Media literacy is crucial—always verify information 
before believing or sharing.

Potter, L. A. (2003). “jitterbugs” and “crack-pots”: Letters to the FCC about the “War of the Worlds” Broadcast. National 

Archives and Records Administration. https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2003/fall/war-of-worlds.html 



Or Was It Actually Disinformation?

 In 1938, radio was competing with newspapers as 
a primary news source. 

 Newspapers saw an opportunity to discredit 
radio as unreliable and sensationalized the 
panic.  

 How Newspapers Spread Disinformation

 Exaggerated reports claimed widespread 
hysteria, even though actual panic was 
limited. 

 Stories falsely suggested that thousands fled 
their homes or committed suicide (no 
evidence supports this). 

 Headlines like "Radio Listeners in Panic, Taking 
War Drama as Fact" reinforced fear and distrust in 
radio. 

1) Pooley, J., & Socolow, M. J. (2013, October 29). Orson Welles’ war of the worlds did not touch off a nationwide hysteria. few Americans listened. even fewer panicked. Slate 

Magazine. https://slate.com/culture/2013/10/orson-welles-war-of-the-worlds-panic-myth-the-infamous-radio-broadcast-did-not-cause-a-nationwide-hysteria.html 

2) Tonguette, P., June-Friesen, K., Staff, H., & Tucher, A. (2018). The fake news of Orson Welles: The War of the Worlds at 80. National Endowment for the Humanities. 

https://www.neh.gov/article/fake-news-orson-welles-war-worlds-80 

3) Callan, L. (1939). Memorable Broadcasts. Radio Digest. comic strip, Chicago, Illinois; The Cecelia Company. 



Newspapers Framed It as a Mass Panic

What Was the Motive? 
- Financial threat: Radio was 
cutting into newspaper ad 

revenue. 

- Power struggle: Newspapers 
wanted to regain control of public 

trust in news. Framing radio as 
dangerous made people more 

reliant on print media. 

Lesson Learned: 
- Disinformation is often driven by 

self-interest (money, power, 
influence). 

- Media can manipulate narratives
to control public perception. 

- Fact-checking is essential, even 
for stories from “trusted” sources.



The Tobacco Industry & 

“Doubt is Our Product”

 Strategy: 

 A 1969 memo from the tobacco 
industry stated: “Doubt is our 
product” to confuse the public 
about smoking risks. 

 Tactics: 

 Funded biased research, hired 
scientists to challenge health risks, 
and promoted false controversy. 

 Impact: 

 Delayed regulations, cost millions of 
lives, and set a precedent for other 
disinformation campaigns (e.g., 
climate change denial). 

 Lesson: 

 Manufactured doubt protects 
industries, not people. Always check 
who funds research.

Anon Smoking and health proposal. 1969. Brown & Williamson. Bates No. 
690010951/0959. http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid/rgy93f00 (accessed 26 Feb. 2025)



Why Are We Susceptible?
 Cognitive Biases:

 We accept repeated information as true, even if 
false. 

 Information Overload:

 Too much data makes fact-checking hard. 

 Emotional Appeals:

 Fear, anger, or hope can override critical thinking. 

 Social Confirmation:

 We trust info from friends or our community. 

 Erosion of Trust:

 Skepticism toward traditional media pushes 
people to unreliable sources. 

 Plausibility Trap:

 Some false claims seem real because similar 
events happened before (e.g., MKUltra, Tuskegee 
Syphilis Study).

1) Perfors, A. P. A. (2024, July 10). Why are we so vulnerable to bad information?. Pursuit by the University of Melbourne. https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/why-are-we-so-

vulnerable-to-bad-information 

2) Larson, S. (2021, November 29). This chart on conspiracy theories has gone viral. A local disinformation researcher breaks down what to know - The Boston Globe. 

BostonGlobe.com. https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/11/29/metro/this-chart-conspiracy-theories-has-gone-viral-freebritney-qanon-local-disinformation-researcher-breaks-

down-what-know/ 



You! 

Yes, YOU are Vulnerable! 

 In 2003, Jobs was diagnosed with pancreatic neuroendocrine 
tumor, a rare, but curable cancer with surgery. 

 Early intervention could have improved his chances and saved 
his life, but he delayed surgery and opted for diet changes, 
alternative medicine, and acupuncture instead.

 He waited 9 months before seeking surgery, allowing the cancer 
to spread. Surgery was no long an option.

 The Result: 

 Jobs passed away in 2011, and it's believed that his delayed 
treatment contributed to his early death. 

 Regrets: 

 Jobs later expressed regret for not pursuing medical treatments 
sooner in his biography

 Lesson: 

 Evidence-based medicine is essential for health decisions—
misinformation can have deadly consequences

Martin, A. (2013, October 30). Steve Jobs regretted not having earlier cancer surgery. The Atlantic. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2011/10/steve-jobs-regretted-not-having-earlier-cancer-surgery/336521/ 



Why This 

Matters: The 

Real-World 

Consequences

 Public Health Risks:

 Misinformation about vaccines, COVID-19, or 
tobacco leads to preventable deaths. 

 Erosion of Trust:

 False narratives weaken faith in science, media, 
and institutions, making society more vulnerable. 

 Political Instability:

 Disinformation fuels division, violence, and 
election interference (e.g., January 6th Capitol 
riot). 

 Financial Harm:

 Scams, stock manipulation, and fraud cost 
individuals and economies billions. 

 Delayed Action on Global Issues:

 Climate change denial and public health 
misinformation slow critical policy responses. 

 Lesson: Bad information has real consequences—
question, verify, and think critically. 

“Analysis found that it took 

the truth approximately six 

times as long as falsehood 

to reach 1,500 people.” 
(MIT)



Our Role as Professionals

 Promote Evidence-Based Information – Share accurate, science-
backed facts in a clear, accessible way.

 Engage with Communities – Build trust by addressing concerns 
without judgment and meeting people where they are.

 Identify & Address Misinformation – Correct false claims with 
empathy, providing reliable sources.

 Advocate for Media Literacy – Support education on critical 
thinking and how to evaluate sources.

 Encourage Policy Changes – Push for stronger regulations against 
harmful disinformation in healthcare.

 Lead by Example – Be a trusted voice in our communities, modeling 
ethical communication.
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The Climate System















The National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) should be 

dismantled and many of its functions eliminated, sent to other agencies, privatized, 

or placed under the control of states and territories.  P. 664

The NWS provides data the private companies use and should focus on its 
data-gathering services. Because private companies rely on these data, the 
NWS should fully commercialize its forecasting operations. P. 675

Downsize the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research. OAR provides 

theoretical science, as opposed to the applied science of the National Hurricane 

Center. OAR is, however, the source of much of NOAA’s climate alarmism. The 

preponderance of its climate-change research should be disbanded. P. 676

From Project 2025







Freeze Days Decreasing Across the U.S.



Trends in Freezes Across the Lower 48





What’s 
Happening?

Why?
What Now?

Adrienne Katner, D.Env., M.S.
Associate Professor 

Environmental Health, Climate 
and Sustainability



HOW DID WE GET HERE?
Principles of Concentration of 

Wealth and Power
• Reduce democracy
• Shape ideology
• Redesign the economy
• Shift burden onto poor and middle class
• Attack solidarity of the people
• Let special interests run the regulators
• Engineer election results
• Use fear and power of the state to keep 

rabble in line
• Manufacture consent
• Marginalize the population

Outlines industry plan decades in the making……



Incomplete List of Some of Trump.2’s EOs with 
Public Health and Civil Rights Impacts

• Keeping Education Accessible and Ending Covid-19 Vaccine Mandates in 
Schools (February 15, 2025)

• Establishing the National Energy Dominance Council (February 14, 2025)

• Establishing the President's Make America Healthy Again Commission (February 13, 
2025)

• Implementing The President’s “Department of Government Efficiency” Workforce 
Optimization Initiative (February 11, 2025)

• Protecting Second Amendment Rights (February 7, 2025)

• Imposing Sanctions on the International Criminal Court (February 6, 2025)

• Eradicating Anti-Christian Bias (February 6, 2025)

• Keeping Men Out of Women’s Sports (February 5, 2025)

• Withdrawing the United States From and Ending Funding to Certain United Nations 
Organizations and Reviewing United States Support to All International 
Organizations (February 4, 2025)

• Unleashing Prosperity Through Deregulation (January 31, 2025)

• Ending Radical Indoctrination in K-12 Schooling (January 29, 2025)

• Expanding Educational Freedom and Opportunity for Families (January 29, 2025)

• Protecting Children From Chemical And Surgical Mutilation (January 29, 2025)

• Reinstating Service Members Discharged Under The Military's COVID-19 Vaccination 
Mandate (January 27, 2025)

• Restoring America's Fighting Force (January 27, 2025)

• Council To Assess The Federal Emergency Management Agency (January 24, 2025)

• Removing Barriers to American Leadership in Artificial Intelligence (January 23, 2025)

• President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (January 23, 2025)

• Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity (January 21, 2025)

• Ending Radical And Wasteful Government DEI Programs And Preferencing (January 20, 
2025)

• Defending Women From Gender Ideology Extremism And Restoring Biological Truth To 
The Federal Government (January 20, 2025)

• Establishing And Implementing The President’s “Department Of Government 
Efficiency” (January 20, 2025)

• Unleashing Alaska’s Extraordinary Resource Potential (January 20, 2025)

• Protecting The American People Against Invasion (January 20, 2025)

• Declaring a National Energy Emergency (January 20, 2025)

• Protecting The Meaning And Value Of American Citizenship (January 20, 2025)

• Unleashing American Energy (January 20, 2025)

• Realigning the United States Refugee Admissions Program (January 20, 2025)

• Holding Former Government Officials Accountable For Election Interference And Improper 
Disclosure Of Sensitive Governmental Information (January 20, 2025)

• Clarifying The Military’s Role In Protecting The Territorial Integrity Of The United 
States (January 20, 2025)

• Withdrawing the United States from the World Health Organization (January 20, 2025)

• Putting America First In International Environmental Agreements (January 20, 2025)

• Restoring Freedom of Speech and Ending Federal Censorship (January 20, 2025)

• Ending the Weaponization of the Federal Government (January 20, 2025)

• Initial Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions (January 20, 2025)

https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Keeping_Education_Accessible_and_Ending_Covid-19_Vaccine_Mandates_in_Schools_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Keeping_Education_Accessible_and_Ending_Covid-19_Vaccine_Mandates_in_Schools_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_the_National_Energy_Dominance_Council_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_the_President%27s_Make_America_Healthy_Again_Commission_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_Workforce_Optimization_Initiative_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_Workforce_Optimization_Initiative_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_Second_Amendment_Rights_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Imposing_Sanctions_on_the_International_Criminal_Court_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Eradicating_Anti-Christian_Bias_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Keeping_Men_Out_of_Women%E2%80%99s_Sports_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_From_and_Ending_Funding_to_Certain_United_Nations_Organizations_and_Reviewing_United_States_Support_to_All_International_Organizations_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_From_and_Ending_Funding_to_Certain_United_Nations_Organizations_and_Reviewing_United_States_Support_to_All_International_Organizations_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_From_and_Ending_Funding_to_Certain_United_Nations_Organizations_and_Reviewing_United_States_Support_to_All_International_Organizations_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Unleashing_Prosperity_Through_Deregulation_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_Radical_Indoctrination_in_K-12_Schooling_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Expanding_Educational_Freedom_and_Opportunity_for_Families_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_Children_From_Chemical_And_Surgical_Mutilation_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Reinstating_Service_Members_Discharged_Under_The_Military%27s_COVID-19_Vaccination_Mandate_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Reinstating_Service_Members_Discharged_Under_The_Military%27s_COVID-19_Vaccination_Mandate_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Restoring_America%27s_Fighting_Force_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Council_To_Assess_The_Federal_Emergency_Management_Agency_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Removing_Barriers_to_American_Leadership_in_Artificial_Intelligence_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_President%27s_Council_of_Advisors_on_Science_and_Technology_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_Illegal_Discrimination_and_Restoring_Merit-Based_Opportunity_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_Radical_And_Wasteful_Government_DEI_Programs_And_Preferencing_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Defending_Women_From_Gender_Ideology_Extremism_And_Restoring_Biological_Truth_To_The_Federal_Government_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Defending_Women_From_Gender_Ideology_Extremism_And_Restoring_Biological_Truth_To_The_Federal_Government_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_And_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_Of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_And_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_Of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Unleashing_Alaska%E2%80%99s_Extraordinary_Resource_Potential_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_The_American_People_Against_Invasion_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Declaring_a_National_Energy_Emergency_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_The_Meaning_And_Value_Of_American_Citizenship_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Unleashing_American_Energy_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Realigning_the_United_States_Refugee_Admissions_Program_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Holding_Former_Government_Officials_Accountable_For_Election_Interference_And_Improper_Disclosure_Of_Sensitive_Governmental_Information_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Holding_Former_Government_Officials_Accountable_For_Election_Interference_And_Improper_Disclosure_Of_Sensitive_Governmental_Information_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Clarifying_The_Military%E2%80%99s_Role_In_Protecting_The_Territorial_Integrity_Of_The_United_States_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Clarifying_The_Military%E2%80%99s_Role_In_Protecting_The_Territorial_Integrity_Of_The_United_States_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_from_the_World_Health_Organization_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Putting_America_First_In_International_Environmental_Agreements_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Restoring_Freedom_of_Speech_and_Ending_Federal_Censorship_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_the_Weaponization_of_the_Federal_Government_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Initial_Rescissions_of_Harmful_Executive_Orders_and_Actions_(Donald_Trump,_2025)


Incomplete List of Some of Trump.2’s EOs with 
Public Health and Civil Rights Impacts

• Keeping Education Accessible and Ending Covid-19 Vaccine Mandates in 
Schools (February 15, 2025)

• Establishing the National Energy Dominance Council (February 14, 2025)

• Establishing the President's Make America Healthy Again Commission (February 13, 
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• Unleashing Prosperity Through Deregulation (January 31, 2025)

• Ending Radical Indoctrination in K-12 Schooling (January 29, 2025)

• Expanding Educational Freedom and Opportunity for Families (January 29, 2025)

• Protecting Children From Chemical And Surgical Mutilation (January 29, 2025)

• Reinstating Service Members Discharged Under The Military's COVID-19 Vaccination 
Mandate (January 27, 2025)

• Restoring America's Fighting Force (January 27, 2025)

• Council To Assess The Federal Emergency Management Agency (January 24, 2025)

• Removing Barriers to American Leadership in Artificial Intelligence (January 23, 2025)

• President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (January 23, 2025)

• Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity (January 21, 2025)

• Ending Radical And Wasteful Government DEI Programs And Preferencing (January 20, 
2025)

• Defending Women From Gender Ideology Extremism And Restoring Biological Truth To 
The Federal Government (January 20, 2025)

• Establishing And Implementing The President’s “Department Of Government 
Efficiency” (January 20, 2025)

• Unleashing Alaska’s Extraordinary Resource Potential (January 20, 2025)

• Protecting The American People Against Invasion (January 20, 2025)

• Declaring a National Energy Emergency (January 20, 2025)

• Protecting The Meaning And Value Of American Citizenship (January 20, 2025)

• Unleashing American Energy (January 20, 2025)

• Realigning the United States Refugee Admissions Program (January 20, 2025)

• Holding Former Government Officials Accountable For Election Interference And Improper 
Disclosure Of Sensitive Governmental Information (January 20, 2025)

• Clarifying The Military’s Role In Protecting The Territorial Integrity Of The United 
States (January 20, 2025)

• Withdrawing the United States from the World Health Organization (January 20, 2025)

• Putting America First In International Environmental Agreements (January 20, 2025)

• Restoring Freedom of Speech and Ending Federal Censorship (January 20, 2025)

• Ending the Weaponization of the Federal Government (January 20, 2025)

• Initial Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions (January 20, 2025)

Trump Administration promised to weaken or eliminate regulations 
on air and water pollution, prioritize energy production and withdraw 

from Paris Climate Accord. 

This is expected to result in increased emissions of air pollution and 
greenhouse gases, which would lead to environmental degradation 

and exacerbation of climate change effects. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Keeping_Education_Accessible_and_Ending_Covid-19_Vaccine_Mandates_in_Schools_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Keeping_Education_Accessible_and_Ending_Covid-19_Vaccine_Mandates_in_Schools_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_the_National_Energy_Dominance_Council_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_the_President%27s_Make_America_Healthy_Again_Commission_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_Workforce_Optimization_Initiative_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_Workforce_Optimization_Initiative_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_Second_Amendment_Rights_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Imposing_Sanctions_on_the_International_Criminal_Court_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Eradicating_Anti-Christian_Bias_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Keeping_Men_Out_of_Women%E2%80%99s_Sports_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_From_and_Ending_Funding_to_Certain_United_Nations_Organizations_and_Reviewing_United_States_Support_to_All_International_Organizations_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_From_and_Ending_Funding_to_Certain_United_Nations_Organizations_and_Reviewing_United_States_Support_to_All_International_Organizations_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_From_and_Ending_Funding_to_Certain_United_Nations_Organizations_and_Reviewing_United_States_Support_to_All_International_Organizations_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Unleashing_Prosperity_Through_Deregulation_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_Radical_Indoctrination_in_K-12_Schooling_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Expanding_Educational_Freedom_and_Opportunity_for_Families_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_Children_From_Chemical_And_Surgical_Mutilation_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Reinstating_Service_Members_Discharged_Under_The_Military%27s_COVID-19_Vaccination_Mandate_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Reinstating_Service_Members_Discharged_Under_The_Military%27s_COVID-19_Vaccination_Mandate_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Restoring_America%27s_Fighting_Force_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Council_To_Assess_The_Federal_Emergency_Management_Agency_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Removing_Barriers_to_American_Leadership_in_Artificial_Intelligence_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_President%27s_Council_of_Advisors_on_Science_and_Technology_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_Illegal_Discrimination_and_Restoring_Merit-Based_Opportunity_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_Radical_And_Wasteful_Government_DEI_Programs_And_Preferencing_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Defending_Women_From_Gender_Ideology_Extremism_And_Restoring_Biological_Truth_To_The_Federal_Government_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Defending_Women_From_Gender_Ideology_Extremism_And_Restoring_Biological_Truth_To_The_Federal_Government_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_And_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_Of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Establishing_And_Implementing_The_President%E2%80%99s_%E2%80%9CDepartment_Of_Government_Efficiency%E2%80%9D_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Unleashing_Alaska%E2%80%99s_Extraordinary_Resource_Potential_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_The_American_People_Against_Invasion_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Declaring_a_National_Energy_Emergency_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Protecting_The_Meaning_And_Value_Of_American_Citizenship_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Unleashing_American_Energy_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Realigning_the_United_States_Refugee_Admissions_Program_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Holding_Former_Government_Officials_Accountable_For_Election_Interference_And_Improper_Disclosure_Of_Sensitive_Governmental_Information_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Holding_Former_Government_Officials_Accountable_For_Election_Interference_And_Improper_Disclosure_Of_Sensitive_Governmental_Information_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Clarifying_The_Military%E2%80%99s_Role_In_Protecting_The_Territorial_Integrity_Of_The_United_States_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Clarifying_The_Military%E2%80%99s_Role_In_Protecting_The_Territorial_Integrity_Of_The_United_States_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Withdrawing_the_United_States_from_the_World_Health_Organization_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Putting_America_First_In_International_Environmental_Agreements_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Restoring_Freedom_of_Speech_and_Ending_Federal_Censorship_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Ending_the_Weaponization_of_the_Federal_Government_(Donald_Trump,_2025)
https://ballotpedia.org/Executive_Order:_Initial_Rescissions_of_Harmful_Executive_Orders_and_Actions_(Donald_Trump,_2025)


Just  Few of the New Executive Cabinet Members



Constitutional Crisis
• Domination of media

• Spreads disinformation
• Selecting reporters allowed into WH 

Press room

• Hide data and information
• Lack of transparency & info

• Eliminate oversight and 
accountability
• Firing Inspectors Generals, etc

• Dismantle checks and balances
• Party allegiances trump branch roles

Trump is merely executing campaign 
promises. Unlike his first term, he is 

now allied with groups with a plan for 
dismantling checks and balances. 



Institutional Checks and Balances are Failing

• Legislative Branch 
• Aligned with GOP in Executive and Judicial Branches

• Trump wields power over those in midterm elections 

• Supreme Court 
• Conservative rulings demonstrate agenda to change                                                                   

administrative law and attack bedrock statutes

• Ruled President has immunity from criminal 
prosecution for “official” acts

• Ruled they need no ethical  

oversight- can police themselves

• Historic rulings limit federal regulatory authority & 
curb prosecutorial discretion

US Supreme Court

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/23-939_e2pg.pdf
https://time.com/6983758/supreme-court-ethics-rules-enforced/
https://time.com/6983758/supreme-court-ethics-rules-enforced/
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2024-07-03/the-supreme-court-cases-that-shaped-2024-and-beyond


Democrats on the Counter Attack: 
Strategy 1: Lawsuits

• Multistate lawsuits against the     
federal government during the 
Trump administration, 2025 

• Success of lawsuits  depends on                                           
a conservative Supreme Court                                    
with no ethical oversight

• Civil Society and mass 
mobilization has been successful 
before at putting a check on a 
backsliding democracy

https://ballotpedia.org/Multistate_lawsuits_against_the_federal_government_during_the_Trump_administration,_2025#List_of_multistate_lawsuits_against_the_Trump_administration
https://ballotpedia.org/Multistate_lawsuits_against_the_federal_government_during_the_Trump_administration,_2025#List_of_multistate_lawsuits_against_the_Trump_administration
https://ballotpedia.org/Multistate_lawsuits_against_the_federal_government_during_the_Trump_administration,_2025#List_of_multistate_lawsuits_against_the_Trump_administration


2025

Strategy 2: Mass Demonstrations



Some People-Power Movements in U.S. History
• Anti-colonial movement
• Enslaved rebellions 
• Abolitionist movement
• Labor movement
• Suffragette movement
• Civil Rights Movement
• Feminist movement
• Anti-nuclear movement
• Anti-Vietnam War protests
• Farm workers’ movement
• AIDS Coalition to Unleash 

Power (ACT UP)
• Disability rights movement 
• Environmental movement
• Occupy Wallstreet
• Black Lives Matter movement

• LGBTQ+ rights movements
• Me Too movement 
• Women’s March 
• 2020 Protect                                  

the Results
• 2025 ‘Not My                      

President’                         
Movement



Strategy 3:
Play Dead?
Biding time, Carville wrote, was 
“a wiser approach than we 
pursued in the first Trump 
administration, when Democrats 
tried and failed at the art of 
resistance politics. We voiced 
outrage on social issue after social 
issue. We spun ourselves up in a 
tizzy over an investigation into 
Russia. We fought Mr. Trump at 
every corner, on every issue 
imaginable and muddied up our 
message in an unwinnable war. 
We were saved only by his lousy 
governing and a lot of effort on 
our side finding good candidates 
to run for the House and Senate in 
2018. Sometimes the most 
powerful thing we can do is 
retreat on the immediate 
battlefield — and advance in 
another direction.”

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnl.nytimes.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FDFCYFsJ0y6UCzKGjK-F2oQ~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FS2HonfpcqDQu3i0SUYCftthMGEJfUuDQyglAL83xvlJLKD4LxYt4x5B6YqTHKefXNq9CasLgfN-ne-PCDhbPjDtnAPl6Bt_R6agkOhBLPTjA78mYWaqn5QvubtI8I43PwYQsCH0-f5sF_OdvJNgkzo7RJQwj6ObwtQvJNLw7rI4tWkD7vI6sWidA-LbSjrr9D09sRUENMJF60vod2bMEloVFYbAZJq2KSWEFhFoEXQXYIpkwDZrhrlFgWoPKbn0wFq1TBWDLEH_Z38kHwRRLXlJBfjnSYzyu4CoZJTobOIFVDfa-P2FV-974ugHpMdYQeYNYaC65rZbbf4_g-x0ah2hN2KguOC5_jW2fzwtHO2vm4-fIuGW3vNYonqGORZ8nQVpv2PHpsyHEXhmaRjSOXR0kCMIYmgGpPa301ScOLa_VyKKa_um3uZuzzhBHyNqb74pC8yJT7TDBF6aKiWOn98M63sCGcgK2KT63RHo3hFw~&data=05%7C02%7Cakatn1%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cc8a209e95d084fd8872608dd5668b970%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C638761729978815047%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=APMNaHr71apVdguRmPj4WlXxHyq0V7ZOeXNBCO3%2BG%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnl.nytimes.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fvr5YUdbY0r6xQXKjIw1cRQ~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FIjSy3JdIv7UVCf1TB9NeOEg-YszTRsE0vPTG6Ng-TRlngbi3hyYkAzt8jL1HnNIWzTq4lG9AzLJt1FKPot5WO5SUsLVzIHmQWS2GrRulZNQKWF_Fr6gKffEOWyVOOuMPbgFTt7rHqSCM0P2zA8DNs9Ncu7OduCKMKZGOAQw7fCveFoiBC2nb92beZ5V3j51GSOAwp4-z_mxziyLKTx7nTyHFZlGNv81tAMPd_KaRMHIqi8jTXpIJWKk_0gd9tJ_wZMh1W1IPFJ2LBUL9i4lXMMBl8fcI_wwPyB2E9X7mqd_jUKuPjc6meb9HNepCW8L05ZofSXAOUZDs5mFfzkItUhEr9ueXD9X3iSCLr1nFAOu4iw-K0MPkF0ohplQ5LT9x&data=05%7C02%7Cakatn1%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cc8a209e95d084fd8872608dd5668b970%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C638761729978829560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=omwoLE7IHJxq%2F56ckKQqOVLDp03UkilOIeoqoy2txeU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnl.nytimes.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fvr5YUdbY0r6xQXKjIw1cRQ~~%2FAAAAARA~%2FIjSy3JdIv7UVCf1TB9NeOEg-YszTRsE0vPTG6Ng-TRlngbi3hyYkAzt8jL1HnNIWzTq4lG9AzLJt1FKPot5WO5SUsLVzIHmQWS2GrRulZNQKWF_Fr6gKffEOWyVOOuMPbgFTt7rHqSCM0P2zA8DNs9Ncu7OduCKMKZGOAQw7fCveFoiBC2nb92beZ5V3j51GSOAwp4-z_mxziyLKTx7nTyHFZlGNv81tAMPd_KaRMHIqi8jTXpIJWKk_0gd9tJ_wZMh1W1IPFJ2LBUL9i4lXMMBl8fcI_wwPyB2E9X7mqd_jUKuPjc6meb9HNepCW8L05ZofSXAOUZDs5mFfzkItUhEr9ueXD9X3iSCLr1nFAOu4iw-K0MPkF0ohplQ5LT9x&data=05%7C02%7Cakatn1%40lsuhsc.edu%7Cc8a209e95d084fd8872608dd5668b970%7C3406368982d44e89a3281ab79cc58d9d%7C0%7C0%7C638761729978829560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=omwoLE7IHJxq%2F56ckKQqOVLDp03UkilOIeoqoy2txeU%3D&reserved=0


Public Health Impacts

• Key components of 
Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) will likely be 
dismantled, 
including expansion 
of Medicaid resulting 
if millions losing 
health care coverage

• Trump likely to 
prioritize 
pharmaceutical 
interests leading to 
higher drug costs 
and limited access 
to affordable 
medications



Non-Violent Resistance Resources
• A Paradise Built in Hell by Rebecca Solnit

• Dictators and Democrats | Princeton University 
Press

• Pro-Democracy Organizing against Autocracy in 
the United States: A Strategic Assessment & 
Recommendations

• Nonviolent Action Lab

• A Force More Powerful 
Documentary

• Bringing Down a Dictator

• Database of Nonviolent                                                   
Campaigns: Global                                                        
Nonviolent  Action Database

• International Center on                                                        
Nonviolent Conflict (ICNC)

• Albert Einstein Institution

• Training for Change

• In This Hour Abraham Heschel

• Beautiful Trouble

• Ted Talk (Erica Chenoweth)

• Crowd Counting Consortium                                                   
& Data Dashboard 

• How Hitler Dismantled a                                                                         
Democracy in 53 Days -                                                     
The Atlantic

• Rules for Radicals by                                                                       
Saul Alinsky

• The Art of War                                                                       
by Sun Tzu

• Individivisible, A 
Practical Guide to 
Democracy on the 
Brink

• Robert                                                                                               
Putnam                                                                                             
Upswing

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/301070/a-paradise-built-in-hell-by-rebecca-solnit/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691172149/dictators-and-democrats?srsltid=AfmBOoo-XMU6pnTNuyIam0tCGElNtompl1dCOhJHIqzHFowXHQyFmQLx&ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691172149/dictators-and-democrats?srsltid=AfmBOoo-XMU6pnTNuyIam0tCGElNtompl1dCOhJHIqzHFowXHQyFmQLx&ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4245181&ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4245181&ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4245181&ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://ash.harvard.edu/nonviolent-action-lab?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/force-powerful-english/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7dNLt5mC1A
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/resource-library/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/resource-library/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.aeinstein.org/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.trainingforchange.org/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://beautifultrouble.org/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJSehRlU34w&t=2s
https://ash.harvard.edu/programs/crowd-counting-consortium/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://nonviolentactionlab.shinyapps.io/ccc-data-dashboard/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/01/hitler-germany-constitution-authoritarianism/681233/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/01/hitler-germany-constitution-authoritarianism/681233/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/01/hitler-germany-constitution-authoritarianism/681233/
https://www.openculture.com/2020/06/saul-alinskys-13rules-for-creating-meaningful-social-change.html
https://classics.mit.edu/Tzu/artwar.html
https://indivisible.org/resource/guide
https://indivisible.org/resource/guide
https://indivisible.org/resource/guide
https://indivisible.org/resource/guide
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/robert-putnam-reflects-on-how-america-became-so-polarized-and-what-can-unify-the-nation
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/robert-putnam-reflects-on-how-america-became-so-polarized-and-what-can-unify-the-nation
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/robert-putnam-reflects-on-how-america-became-so-polarized-and-what-can-unify-the-nation


If We Don’t Want to Repeat History→ Learn from It

We don’t have kings in America- 
our oath is to our constitution

White House posted this picture 
of Trump as King on Feb 19, 2025
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